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Fellow Citizens the Seaate and House of |
Representatives: )
The gunrdianship of the interests of this
Commonwealih, which fall within the pro-
vinee of its eivil government. hus by the [a- |
vor of Providence, heen committed 1o vs;,
amd we come togeiher Tor the purpose of it
excention. 17we would dischurge, in the
best munner, the duties it iuvolves, we .-:-I!n!l
besin and end every thing.with a recoguition |
of aur dcpcmlrm:c- upnn Him *from “-l‘ll:lrl‘t
all good conusels and all just worke proceed ;7 |
while His elaims upon our fdelity to Him-
sell, will becowe an l.'"l'(-"ll’t!l:lll |m‘eu_lu'e to
filelity in the service of the people we "‘P']
m"]n':fv"-mr which is drawing toward a I‘.IUIM 1
has been one of prosperity o our peopie. |
Though threatened dronth bas repentedly |
filled them wiih appeehesion and alarm, |
thev have finally been permitted to reap ao |
abundant harvest,—thns bappily finding in-
creased maotives to gratitnde, 10 deliverances
from impending danger, rendered e nmrel
impressi ve by strong contrast with less fa- |
|

vored portions of sur connty. . :

A zvear trust hag been rru!umm_r-. 10 us, as
the constinuted guandisns of the interests nf!
this peaple. Il in the struxeles connected
witi the election which has sent us here,
we have sullered unworthy passions te gain
e msiendency, asthey ton often doin pe-
. " owe bere and en- |
our ro- |

liieal pontests, wecannol
solier w ark

| =ugveying
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gens and hrethee
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wernment we :
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o ends, within the biielspace of ouran- ||

4. and e furthernnee

awe e hrivtly toinvite your attentiodn, I

cesiam ! is @ question o which you will | — Responsibility

stitute competency, or who sball judge of it
nre matiers entirely overlooked n our legis-
lation. The result is, an admitted and Ja-
mentable deficiency in the qualifications ol
the teachers; great and manifest defects in
the modes of instruction, and confusion and
want of uniformity in regard 10 the books
used for that purpose; while a lurge propor-
tion of ourschool houses are located in high
wavs, with litthe regard to comfort or filness
in their intersal structure, and as litle to
tasto and beanty, aml couvenience in the
prounds connected with them; il indeed, any
grounds but thuse of highways are thus con-
pected.  And yet, what an amount ol money
is annually cxpended for the use of schools.

To say nuthing of the amouot expended in

| the construction of schools houses—of which

we have no means of forming an estinate—
let ux look at the expenditure for teaching.
From the siatistics returned to me last
year, from 159 of the 240 towns in the State,
I drew the conclusion in my report to the
General Assembly, that there was paid 10
teachers in the whole State, exclusive of
teaclicrs of select schools—from whicls there
were oo returns—the sum of 2123000 anou-
ally. No one can soberly cousuler this sub-
jeet, without leeling painfully impressed with
a conviction of the uiter waste of a very great
portion of this large sum. It is not extrava-
gant to say, that its power for good might
have been doubled, and more than doubled,
ifit bad been expended vodera system of
supervision which should have earied into
the schools, teachers fully competent, and
modes of instruction founded wpon tlie troe
philusophy ofmind, aud a practical scquain-
tanee with the meavs best adapted toits true
& proper educstion. We do net sa much
red, at the present moment, additional pe-

without disigis=mg them all, ! cuninry means, as we do a system adupted 10
e each ather by the band as fellow-citi- | give greater efficacy to these already poss
» anil swiving together for | essed,—a system which shull give a right di-
rection to effort, mnd make it eflectual
reat enids for shich they estabilished | proper education of the children of the
have been ;\|-|minlcrl o Stute,

to the

The whule, so far 8s the aid of legis-
ation may be properly iuveked, is compre-
iewded in the pregoant words—Sopervision
We liave, now, sothing
hiat deserves the name of either.—We have

I'he institution of civil suveriinent 15, de- ‘n_u\idt-il. mileed, furthe |~|‘!-_1|l|!':..|l'it.|; of dis-
cinnel 1o become an actively beneficentagen- | tricts, and the employment of teachers by

¥

its nuly obje
I"K"llﬁ
o e v
oozl abuding sevtiment of veurrs

mpeasns 1o iself—the  fore

taw—a love of seder—liahi
elevntion and patity of moral feeling, .-:h]_ in-
wihg o 1o gulde 1l wisely in the complica-
ted wifairs of bumnn Life. |
Civil coverpment, theh, '«l'rnulp]’.*‘a"’c s

The restraiot of loree is for fronm heing | their prudentiol commiees,whe are author.
Fxeepting in governments. iged and required 1o *sdopt measures for the
itrary. law derives its coergy rom | inspection,  examination, and regulation, of
v of 2 | the schioole, snd the improvement of
v for | seholars in learning.?
il selfresirint shown, abundautly, thurall this is vnavailing

to the purposeal securing n proper exutin-
tinn, or, indeed.any exsmination, of teachers,
ot apraper supervision of the schouols, or
awaken that interest in their ipreveinent,

l

ohieer, not when it pumishes orime, bat when | among purents, amd thranghout the commu-
—tut by providing | pity, which s as ndispe de to their vig-
i orous healih and prospetity, as o pure and

Conis s CommIsSa

jails sind penitentiares, but by preveating
‘necessity ol their eximentes by trotoing \be
people, a< far ns law can properly miepuse 18
power, twintelhigruee aud the luve of virdoe. |
Tl Dthiers of pur Sate fein this, when, with
e wisdoni. they declared in the
oy, thint *lawe far the snconruge-
e and the prevention of vicsand
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At the fouudation of this vist movement fies
veat svork of Edveation—the woirk of de-
veloping, and giving aright o cetion (o men-
tu} sl moral power.  And if human g
warded s aniusiintion
. and

the appr
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cronment i< to boee,
edtop the prsjrases of sociesy

eprave the cobdition ol man upon eath, 1
peeds no Tibored arsnment 1o show, thet ed-
1. thus defined, is mmong the highest
atrusted with its adminisira-
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Nurshonld il
rizhits rorrelative to this dity
o The State hns 2
rizht azessentinlly recippocal to the cl
e Siate to aflogianee, s = the rizht to pro-
The guestion whether the children
ui n Stateghall he educated, is no more
pestion of amere eapedieney, than is the
guesiion whetherthe people huve a night to |
protection from foreizn aggression, and do- |
uestie violener, l!u!rl-!]‘{lruirr_{itln from the
eflerts ol iguorance and vice 4, itsell, pro-|
gertion, in the bizhes: wense, fiom all the
tanzers whichoan arise within  the Yimits ol 3
State.  Wounld we have abelience tolaw 7|
Let the children be learned, in the eommon
school, ns well as at the domestic lreside, the
duty of seif-control, and of reverence for the |
Jaw of cternal rectitude written in the word
of God: while the development, in just and
Larmonious proportions, of their whole misnd,
shall give them, at once, a CONSCIDUS BENST
of the worth of wied, and an iotelligent con-

thiat there are
Every child

¢ (urzntien

rizht ta he

viction of the great purposes it is fitted to ac-l commissioner for the manapement of the

complish.

All tho ehildren in Vermont—especially |
the clildron of the poor—stand in the atti- .I
tude of just elabmants, in respect o edoea-|
tion, upon the fostesing bounty, aod guardizn |
care of the Sinte.  And what has Vermont |
done to satisly this claim? We have,indeed, |
declared, by law, that “each orguoized town |
shall keep and support one or mare schools, |
provided with competent teachers* that the |
towns shall be divided inte echionl distriets: |
thiat certain distriet officers shall be appointed: |
that taxes shinll be assessed and collected (o
huild school hauses aond sappoert schools;
and that. to the income arising from these |

el i

hiraeing atimosphere is to the suppo 2 of bu.
tan life.

We wunt asvsiem of supersision which
shall muke the power of beneficient legisia-
tion felt, through  competent sl discree
npencies, i every distrier,and by eveey child,
i the State, SEhall we baveit! That is
the guestion: and il presses upon vs more
wrgently than any other guestion within the
range of our legastative duties.  We cannot
wvoul s ennsiderntion.  "The Stutes sronm
& ore moving  onward inthe work  of i
Jrrove menl and so i gent h:nl- licen con
sidlered the eluims of common schouls spon
legislative patrounge,—so manilest the de
fects of ol systems of supervision and jn-
straetion, angd =0 common aml universal the
henefizs 1o be derved from unproveaents in
both that party sparit has stool silest in pres-
mud all clussies,
de cominol catise in
improve.

stiun,

vare of this great i
sl wil parties, hiave
the nulle work of educationsl
meni. :

T'he expense of carrying inio effeet 3 sys-
1o of wlequate supervision oeed not be
e its henefits will be inappreciabie.

Frent

Dollars aad conts ennnot mensure their vpl-
ue. We r('alfll}' make invisunents o ral
rias and other improvements, which prom.

ise a return of pocudiny profit; bur whim
are such juvestiments, in ecmpursun with
those which, inthe proeess of edueatiog a
coenimarity fo virtne and intelligence, infuse
istn it the great and indispoensible elements of
sodir and enduring prosperity.
| I eommend this whole subject to your ear-

- | nest consideration, under a {ull persuasion

that an uwakened and greatly advanced pob-
lie soutiment will respond a hearty approval
to your favorable action on it

Teaunot leave the subject of commeon
sclioals, without devoring » few moments at-
tention to what is familiarly denominated the
‘Sehoal Fund."—The foundation of this fund
was laid in 1825, when the General Assembly
passed an act sequestening and granting 1o
the respective towns in the State, for the
benefit of common schools, the amotint of
the avails, neerued. and thereafter toaccrue,
to the State, from the Vermont State Bank.
and also the amount of the State funds ac-
eruing from the six percent. on the nen
profits of the banks, received and to be re'cd
aml the amount receiv ed and to be receive
from licenses 1o pedlars. It was pro-
vided that said funds, with the avnually ac-
cruing inlerest, should be cinvested inap-
proved baonk stocks, or other productive se-
curities,” nnd should not be appropriated to
the use of schools, votil the amount should
mcrense to a sum. whese annuoal interest
shoald be adequate 1o defray the expenses of
keepiaz a god free common schoal, in each
[']""“"  the State, for the period of two
months.

The State Treasurer was constituted a

fund; who thercupon proceeded to  invest
the same, by loans, [or the purpose coutem-
plated in the mer.

By anact passed in the year 1893, further
loans fromn the fund were prohibited, agd the
Treasurer was directed to deposit the same
in the Treasury. as it should be received, & 10
keep an acconnt thereof,& annually chargethe
state with the interest on the money thas de-
posited—which, it was declated, ‘shall be
considered ns berrowed from the food;” and
the Treasurer was ‘authonzed and directed
to pay vt said mouey on any appropriations
autharized by law.* .

Under the aperationof this act, and prin-

toxes there shall be adiled, for the current | cipally in conneetion with the expenditure of
p<e of schools, the annually accriing interest 2117000, for the erection of the State House,

g the surplps revenne of the United States,
Tepasitad wing this State. _A_mi hiere, with
the exceprion of mas g provision for certain
retusms of school statistics, we bave left the
matter.  If sehool houses are built, we have
t2ken no zare whatever for their proper loca-
tion or copstruction: and if teachersare em-
ployed, we have doge pothig in regard to
the all-important maner of their qualifica-
fions, aside from the barron eonciment
they shalibe ‘compercot.’ What shair

the State, from time 1o time, has become in-
| debted to this fund, wniil the indebtedness
- now amunnte, incloding ithe accumulations of

‘I'!nlrﬂ‘ﬂ’.tn the sum of §224.300 50, while

| there is due to it from individuals, the sum of
| #10.520 94 ; making an aggregate of $234 -
900 id.
The expediency of continning this fund has
lons been questioned.  Upon full eonsidera-

that | vion, J deem it my duty to bring the subject to
con- | your netice, and to submit the question,

whether uny present or prospective interess
of the pesple requires that it be continued.
The first question to be considered is,
when will the fund become available for the
use of schools; that is, when will the anou-
ally acerning interest be ‘adequate 1o defray
the expenses of keeping a good {ree commot
school, in each digirict in the State, for the
period of twa months.”

The number of school districts in the 240
towns in the Siate—1aking the returos of lasi
vear from 159 towns, which gave 1809 dis-
iricts, as the basis of ealeulation—may be es-
timated at 2730.  ITit be assumed, for the
purpose of the calenlation, that, by the time
the fund will becoms available, the number
of the districts will bave increased ten per
cent. on the present number—which may be
regarded as notan improbable increase with-
wm thirty-three years—we shall have 3000 dis-
tricts to be provided, from the avails of the
fund, with a good school, two months o
each year. Estimating the expense of keep-
ing such school twe months, io the then ad-
vanced stage ol educational improvemeny, at
240, there would be required the sum of
2120,000 as the accruing irterest of the fund,
to render it available: which is the interest,
at six per cent. on £2,000,000.

The question pow arises—within wha
time will the fund probably accumaulate 1o
52,000,000 Its present amount is $234,900-
44—the annual interest on which, at six per-
cent., is $14,094 02. The average anoual ju-
come from the six per cent. of bank profits,
for the last six  years, bas  been 0,669 86 ;
and from pedlar's licences $1,146 52 ; amount-
ing to £4,816 38: which may be pssumed as
the annual addition to the fund, herenfter,
from these souces. The avails of the Ver-
mont State Bank bave nearly ceased 1o add
anythiog to the fund, and should pot be wade
the hasis of any ealeulation for the future,
We bave, then, the clements of the ealeu-
lation, namely, the present amount of the
fund, the uterest thereon for one year, amd
ihe probable appual income from the baok
tax and pediars licenses.—The process of
accumulation by annuvally compounding the
witerest, accordieg to the sct constituting the
fund, will produce 2,000,357 79 on the first
ol Javuary, 1=75; so that the children who
shall be in life in that year, will reap theg'first
trtiits of the fund, if it ehall be so long contin-
ued, Vi assumnes however, the doubtful
pusition, that =six per cent. interest may be
realized throughout the eutire intervening pe-
riod of thirty-tico yeurs and three montiiz,and
makes no allowance for losses, and the ex-
pense of managing the fund.

The greatquestion is now presented—
whint, in reference to this fund, is our duty to

the gencration of 15731 Adwitting.of course,

that it is vur duty to lubor for the beunefit of

that geveration, the question is—will that

generation be really  benefitted by a contin-
vance of the und ! 1 we conld send it for-

ward to them. veally invested in ‘approved
bank stocks, of other productive securitics,”
according to the law of 1825, they might, per-
haps, be benefitted ; though the expedieney

of accnmulating schoul funds, so large, as o

have the cliect of relaxing personal efforts,
begius to be questioned., But so far as we

send them a fund, consisting of a debr due
from the State, wesend them a fund entirely
unproductive—a fund which, when it reaches
them, will consist merely in their indelted-
ness o themeelves, I we would make it
otherwise, we must tax the people of this
generalivn to am amount suflicient to extin-
guish the indebteduess of the State to the
tund ; and having thus drawn the amount
fromw the pockets of the people, invest itin
‘productive securities,” and, in that condition,
send it furward to the generation of 1575,
But who is prepared to do this!  Who will
vole fur such aiax?  Nooe, it may be conh-
dently affirmed. Nog, it may be affirmed with
equnil coufidence, will our successors be will-
ing to do it, five, ten, twenty. or thirty years
hience, when the wdebteduess of the Ste
shall. by the corzpounding of interest, have
become greatly mcreased.  OfF what benedir,
then, will the fuad be to them, unless it can,
iy some fiscul magic, be made spontaneousty
to vield the interest,and pour itinto the treas.
uries of the towns for the use of schools !

The whole operation, so far as it pro
ta benefit the generation of 1878, is a delu-
gion. Itis the people borrowing of them-
selves, and adding the annual interest 1o the
debt agninst themselves, and sendingahis ac-
vomulited indebtedness forward to become
the indebloess of a generation thirty-three
yvears hence, for the pu of berefitting
thatgeneration.  The truth is, that, instead
ol sending them a benefit we shall send them
u burden, which, i’ wise. they will, by abol-
iwhing the tund, shake off—namely, the bur-
den, if they would earry the act, conatituting
the fund, into efiect—of ruising the interest
on it by direet taxation, to be paid into the
State trensury, minus the expenee ol collec
tion, for the purpose of being sent by the com-
missioner ol the tund baek to the people, 10
be expended for the vee of schools. It will
not be very unnatural for the tax-payers of
that day to enquire, why they should suppor:
Jheir schools by such a eomplicated nnd ex-
peusive process, rather than by the simple
and cheaper one of taxing themselves for the
pu .in their respective towns or districts.

If luture generations would not be benefit-
ted by thig lund, neither will the present —
This is sel-evident. Why, then, continge it?

In these remarks [ am understood ofcourse.
to have spoken ofthat partol the fund whicl
congists of the indebledness ol the State, a-
mounting at thistime. to the sum ol §234 3004
50. An act to annul this indebtedness,would
leave to be disposed of, the sum of $10,590 9,
invested in individunl securities, bearing in-
terest, None would think of sulfering this
sum to accumulate, even with the addiion ol
the six percent. on bank profits, and the in-
come from pedlar’s licenses, with a view of
making them available for schools, under the
net ol 1825,

The demand for funds to aid in putting in ope-
ration a system of comman school improvement,
sieh as the State needs, and public senliment ev-
idently demands, suggesis the direction which
mright be given to a part, or all of these sotrces of
income, when released {rom theit present connec-
von.  Itisbelieved that the annually acering in-
terest, on that portion of the presentschool fond,
loaned on privite securities, logether withthe an-
nual income from pedlar's licenses would be sui-
ficient forthat purpose.  'We may thus institotea
system ol Supervision and Accountability, which
shall giveconcentration and energy to the present
effurts to raise the standard, and multiply the fa-
cilities of edacation, until the minds of the mass
of our children—the happy mingling of the poor
and the rich iogetber—shall feel its equalizing and
eleviting power. Thas, while conferring sub-
stantial benefits on the present eration, we
may send forward an influence, which shall flow
o, ina continnally widening stream of benefits
and blessings 10 ll{e generations that sball suc-
cead s to the end of fime.

Should it be found that no interest of the pres-

ent, or of fulare generations, can be benefitted by
a continuance of the State indebledness to e
fund of which I have spoken, and the indehted-
ness shuuld be cancelled, the State debt woule
«ben stand as follows: )

Due the salety fund banks, including

interest o Oet 1, £30,389 81

Due the surplus fund, §14512 28
Deduet the amount loan-

ed out the past year, 11,004 00

" 3,508 2=

Salaries due, OcL 1, 1,108 33
Due to \owas for interest an surplus

fund, 444 3o

Totml, §35,750 T

The balance in the Treasury on the

13th of Sep. was 818417 93
Balance of taxes due, 23232 50
Total, 41,650 47

To what extent the service of the coming yeay
—a portion of which necessarily constiuies &
drafl on the present balances in the treasury auc
on taxes—will peomis the application of a part ot
those balanees wwards the extinguishment of ihe
indebledness ol the State, may be determined, upor
the careful examination which onght 10 be made
i every branch of expenditore, with a view ic
aseertain whether there can be any reduction, co-
sistently with the public interest. In looking at
the expenditures of past years, 1 have been suuck
with the large amount disbursed under the heuds
of ~Supreme and County Court onders,” and
“Llerks of Courts for the expenses of Bupremc
snd Coumy Courts;” which have risen fium
£20,405, in 1839, to 29,950, in 1845, The amount
disbursed uuder these heads durmng the last seven
yeuars, has been S184 300, averaging 826,328 per
annum. 1 would suzgest the prupriety ol an ex-
amination into the details of these large items of
expenditnre—in 1egard to which it may possitly
be found that, in 2 course of years, abuses have
crepit in, requiring corrective legislation.

'he treasury is happily relieved from a chage

which, for many years, hung upon it, in the fonn
ol “military orders,” which, lor the five years,
previons to, and including the year 1513, when
they ceased (o be a draft on the treasary, amoeun-
ted to the sum of 18501, 1 am happy W say,
that, by a law of last vear, the people are reliey-
ed lrom the still more burdensome tax of angpual
wrainings of the enyolled militia.
It may be reasonably hoped that, by a practi-
cable, and not injarions reduction of expenditures,
particnlarly in ihe heavy items to which 1 have
telerred, a sum may be saved which, witha fixed
appropristion of the income from the bank tax—
relieved from its present pledge to the school tund
—imizht, within a moderate period, extinguish the
entire indebtedness ol the State.

] reference | have made to the items of ex-
enditure in connection with the Supreme and
County Courts—a large portion of which results
from criminal proscentions—suggesis a wpie of
mtch interest, to which I would call yoour atten-
L.

The zreat purpose of criminal law is reforma-
tion. This purpose lies at the fonmdlation of the
Penitentiary system, which ecombines with im-
prisonment, kand labor, nd a course of moral dis-
cipline suited to bring back offenders to the paths
But this system is appli-
cable, under our laws, only to the higher oflen-
ces, leaving alarge class of offenders without the
benefit of any such reforming process, and substi-
witing for it, confinement in the county jails—in
wme cases, with the aliemative of the payment
«f lines fnto the county or town treasuries, lor non-
payment of which, impriscument necessarily fol-
luws,

Whether confinement in the county jauls is in-
flicted s a punishinent, or esults fram innbilin
w pay finex, it obviously has an «flect entirely the
reverse of reformation, It is Impossible 1o visit
3 conviet, thos throwns into 2 eoonty jail, with
little ormo attention to any except his mere ani
mal wants, withont fecling painfully impressed
with a conviction, that it is an unnatural and
mionstrois perversion of the power of punishment
Without employment or exercise, the eonvict is
left to the eorroding and maddening infloence ol
the reflection that be is an ontciist from the chay
ity and sympathy of the worlds and that the law
and its exeeutioners are alike his enemies, Evers
moment's continnance of such coufinement tends
to weakenhis purposes of smendment, and prepare
him for abandonment to the commission of highe:

sifenves.  There are eases in which this is not
trae; but they constitute the exception and not the
rule. I the history ofall the State prison eon-
victs were folly disclosed, it would probably be
fumnd, that a large poition of them have heen ton-
ants of county jails, in punishment for inferior ol-
fences,

The remedy furthis évil is obvions, T is the
az)plh.':niun of the principle of penientiary disci
Pline o minor vﬂt'l:l':l‘.‘, tlj' meens of Houses ol
Caorrection in each county—to be made eomfarta-
hle fo their struetore and accommodations, and o
be cunnected with such arrangements forthe prol-
itable employmentol the inmates, and the exer-
cise of such firm and steady discipline, as sound
wisdom, and the spirit of Chrissian kindness may
sugzest. By such means may offenders be madec
useful 1o the public, during the necessary eontin-
uanee of their confinement, while the higher pur-
pose shall be answered, of impressing upon their
minds, by every thingthey shall see around them,
that they are men—bound to society, not by the
law of fosce merely, but by the higher law of ‘mor-
al obligation, as well as by the sympathies of our
¢ ammon natre

Such a course of treatment would, doubtless,
have & very happy influence upon “vegrants an
idle and disonierly persons,” jor whose restraint
und discipline our laws make no provision, save
that of the town poor bouses, which, by the 21
scetion ol chapler 175 of the Revised Siames, are
constinted houses of eonection, bat which, while
they involve the evil of an unnairal mingling ol
ihe aged and infirm poor with the restive and
troublesome, can seldom be made w accomplish
o any considerable extent, the purposes of cor-
rectivn and reform,

The bearing upon our whole system of erimi-
nal justice, of such a process ofdiscipline asmay
se carrvied into effect in county  houses of correc-
tion—especially in the cases of juvenile ofenders
—is obvious. Its salatary effects would, in doe
time, be visible in diminished dratts npon the
Sate Treasury for the expenses of criminal pro-
ceed ; in a diminished ber of convicts in
the State Prisom, nnd in increasing pesce, ordey
and ohedience to law, throughout ihe community.

Fhave received the nipth annudi report of the
Tristers and Superintendent of the Vermont As
vium for the lusane, which present a very-gratify-
g exhibition of the condition and l‘"-"-‘llms of
that institntion, underiis present excellent and
efficient Zuvernment.

Duaring the pastyear 204 have been admitted
into the asylum, ¥ have been discharged, and W3
remain, Three hondred and sixty-three haveen.
joved the begefits of the asy lum, within the entire
vear. Of the 99 discharged, 59 have recovered
Of the 45 “recent cases” discharged, there bave
heen 43 recoveries.  In the 51 chronie cases dis-
charged, the recoveries have been but 16, The
great importance ol ohtaining the benefit of the
asylum in the early stages of insanity, is thos ren-
dered apparent,

The annnal State appropriation for the benefit
of the insane poor was increased at the last ses
sion of the General Assembly, 10 3,000; in conse-
quence of which the number of patients at the as
ylum has incressed during the past year, so as to
render the erection of additional buildings neces-
sary.  Additional boildings, to contain about 80
rooms, are partly finished and oceupied, and will,
itis expected, e completed by the first of Novem-
ber next, when all the buildings will be sufficient
tor the accommodation of about 300 paticats—as
number deemed by the Trusiees, to be as large 85
isdesirable in one asylom.

The report states that such an amount
of funds will be received from other sources.
as 1o supersede the necessity ofan application
1o the Legislature forassistance to defray the
expense of the additional accommodations.

of rectitade and virtne.

Since the firet of January last. 137 pa-

tients have shared in the Siate appropriation,
of wham 190 have been discharged ; leaving

ol thesw cuses, 113 now iu the usylum. ‘Fhe
existing State appropraten has paid a hule
more than three-fifiis of the expense of those
=ho have been in the asylum, os Stare be-
neBiciaries. doring the past vear; leaving the
remainder 10 be puid by thuse who sent them
there; and it is estimared by the Frustees,
that the appropriativs will be adequate to de-
fray, during the wvext year, but une-thid of
the expense of the present ndmber of Stae
beneficiaries. They susgest the desirable-
ness of an increased apprupeistion, &0 as o
defray nearly one-ball 1he expesse of that
number. I eoucurin this sugpestion. An
increased approprintion would probubly bave
the elfeer of inducing towns ta place, and
keep, at the asylum, msane poor persous w hio
might otherwise be deprived of its benefits.—
There is a class of enses in which entire re-
coyery might be eficcred by a coutinusuce
beyond the Fmit of the present State appro-
[rtation, when a restricrion 1o that lunit migh
render the approprintion, as 1o them, of little
valoe. It is very desirable that the inssue
poor should pot, throngh iusufficient induce-
meot 16 tewns to continue them  at the asy-
lim. be retarned, uncured, to the miscrable
condition. which, through the humauity of
our legislation, :hey may hive beea permit-
ted to exchange for the substantial comfors.
and the improvisg influence of that iustity-
ton.

The establishment of the asylam, with is
excellent svstem  of trewument, while it has
had the effeet of disclosing the terrible se-
crets of insanity, bas gladdeaed the Learis of
the beoevolent, with a reasonable hope of
giving elfoctual relicf 1o u large poition of the
msane, and of ministering greatly. 1o the
comfort of these who have, by kg peslect.
hecome ineurable. No object. proper far
legislative aid, mukes a stronzer appeal to
vur liberality than this.

‘pon entering on the doties of Commis-
sioner of the Denl & Db, T diveeted enqui
rits to the Sopreintendent of the Amcrican
Asslum at Hartford, Coonectivat, for the
purpese of obtaining infermation, in sundey
particulurs, in regard 1o the st connettion
of that institution with the education of dent
and dumb persons, at the cxpense of this
State, aud received, in reply, 4 statemen
specifyinz,agrecably to my request the unmes
and residence of personz supported, in whal
or in part, by this State—1he times of thei
admission and discharge, the period of i
iestruction ot the public expenss, and the -
mount piid foreach, by the Sue. | trans-
mit the statement, herewitl, to the House of
Representatives, for the use of the General
Assembly, It appears diat, from the yom
1317, but principally siuce the year 1525, 1 13
have been educated, in whole orin part, by
this Stite, atr an expense, upoo the Istof
May last, of the sum of S32.11% 25,

I have made anders for the sduision i
the Asylum of 8. The whole nuniier pow
i the Asylum, a1 the public charge, is 20.—
Of the uppropristion for this oljeetilere has
been expended, daring the past year,the sau
of €1,960 91,

I'he Asylum is under a very competew
and iotelligent Supreivtendency, sud s, vvi-
deutly, deserving the continued patzonnge ol
the State.

In execution of my duty as Comuissiones
of the Blind. 1 bove made orders for the ad
missivt of two blind persons into the New
!':ngImadzlm_muriuu for the blind, a1 Boston

I'he expenditure for the support ofthe blind,
during the past year has been 21,120,

In execuiion of the law of the last session
providing for a Geological Survey of 1l
Smate, 1 appointed Professor Clisrles [3
Adams, of .\lnhlll:hur.\'. Piiucipal Geulugist
Mr. Adams entered on tho duties of the =p
puintmment in March Lust; since which tinge
be has been laborivusly engaged, with the aid
of well qualified assistunts, i prosecuting a
Geological and  Mineralogical survey of il
State.  The law haviog wade itthe duty ol
the Geologist to report anuually to the Guos
ornos, the progress of the wurk, he ks wads
to me his fisst anowal report, which 1 shal
hiereafter communicate 1o hoth branches of
the Geueral Asscmbly,

The tabors of the first yoar of the surves
bave been mninly aud approprivtely divecns
10 a geueral reconnoisanee of the Site,
the purpose of determining its genersl gio
ogical features, including the linis of i
several rock formations, preptustory to mog
minnute investigations in subsequen: yours —
How well this part of the servey Bue Lo
preformed, will appear in the report ol the
Geologist when submitted o you. Fruin
a hasty examination of it, | have bees b i
believe that it will be found, by these compe
tent to judge, to fursish evidence thai th
prosecution of the work, thus for, has wel
falfilled the purpose for which the survey
was instituted.  The report will he found, 1
thiuk, 1o contain more valuahbe isformasion
than is usually embadied in prelimuary re
ports, espeeially o the departeut of Ecoto-
mical geology, upon which, on secount of itx
great practicul importance, | have directed
ths Geologist 1o bestow special attention
thronghout the entire survey.

The report contains a statement of the
expenses of the survey, bronght down to
the 15th of September, amounting 1o the
sum of #1336, °22, and an estimate for the
balance of the geclogical year ending on
the first of March next, being 2663—a-
mounting for the entire year, to the sum
of &1, 999 22, It will be seen that this
sumn falls within the limit of the annual ap-
propriation for the survey,

In performance of the difficult and res-
ponsible duty of appointing a State Gealo-
gist, 1 have experienced no little embar-
rassment from the limited amount of the
annual appropriation of $2.000—an a-
mount considerably below that of similar
appropriations in other States, and much
below the sum previously estimated as
necessary for the survey of this state,—an
amount, however, which I have felt bound
to make the immovable limit of all my cal-
culations for the prosecution of the work.
I have, therefore, been compelled 1o re-
strict the Geologist and his asssistants 1o
compensations below those usually allow

ed for such services,—mn regard to which,
howerver, [ deem it fortunate that I have
heen able 1o secure, for compensations so |
inadequate, services so efficient and valua-
ble. I am inclined to think that justice to
those engaged in the survey as well as
the survey itself, demands some addi-
tion to the appropriation,for the service of
the remaining two years.

The Geologist will herealter to

me, as the law makes it his duty o do, an

which I will transmit fur the cousideration
of the General Assembly. {
The law autharizing the survey, makes |
no provision for preserving suits of speci-
eens for any purpese.  Vhe preservation
of asuit to furm a State cabinet bein :
however, obviously indispensable, 1 have |
given orders to the Geologist to that effecy.
I have received formal applications for |

stock and Castleton, and from the Troy
Couference Academy at Poultney. 'I'he
obvious importance of having collections
of specimens illustrating the geolagy and
mineralogy of the State, to form cabinets
in these institutions, as well ge in Vermont
and Norwich Universitics, has indueed
me, though without autbarity of law, to
direct the Geologist to make s eollection
sufficiently large, to enable bim to farnish
complete sets to all these mstitutions,—
m regard to which I confidently antieipate
the sanction of the General Asse mbly, in
the swall additional appropriation. which
may be necessary to mect the additional
expense,

I am happy to say that a deep snd gey-
eral interest has been manifested by the
people, in the survey as it has progrossed ;
which, it 15 hoped, may be regarded as an
earnest of what is to be expected through
its entire course.  The science of Geolo-
gy, though pessessing high practical inter-
oty 15 but hidde understood h_\ the mass of
the people. [ regand it, therefure, as not
among the least important  benefits of
the survey, which the hberality of the
Grneral Assembly has authorized, that it
will awaken nmong all clssses 4 more sen-
eral oterest in the science, snd have the
effect of dirzcting the nerive minds of our
people—especially the younyg ol both sex-
es—10 its study—a stly so well adapled
to diseipline, expand and elevate the wind,
while it zoes forth to nrestigate and al-
mire the useful and mysterious, the beat
Tl and sublime o) the Creator’s works,

By a resolution of the General Assombly.
passed at the last session, it was wade the
duty of the Governor to request the duliv-
ery by the General Gosernment, of “the
four brass cannon, taken by the Green
“ullll!dlll "('I'\'.ﬁ from the Bratish ot Bien-
nmmgton, on the With of Aupnst 1777, and
to cause the same when received, 1o be
deposited o the State Howe.  Ji ubedi-
ence to the requirement of this resslution,
I addressed the Seeretary of War on the
2hst of Jannary Iast, requesting the defiv-
ery of the cannen,  To this | received a
reply, dated the 2h of Februury, saying
that; “should the puns referred to, b

corps, they ure nmong the other troplies
of the war of the revalution, aud are held
as public properly of the United Staes ;'
and suggesting an application to Congress
for an order [or their delivery,

In rrpl_v ton '~'llh?'l"‘|lll.‘l'|: comnmunication
from me, ask ing that an enqguiry might be
made, for the purpose of ascertainmz the
number of the cannon taken at Benning-
ton, then in the pos<ession of the United
States, and their location, I received a let-
ter from the Secretary of War, covering
areport from the Orduance |[--imntm-.ni,
by which it appeared thut there were, at
the United States sarsenal at Washington
two brass puns, reported os three pound-
ers, and marked “taken from the Germans
at Bennington, Ausust 16, 1777 :* and
that “no other trophies captured on that
nceaston, are known ta be in the posses.
siunr of the goverument.”  Capics of this
correspondence, numbered from 1 o5
iclusive, are herewith communicated tn
euch branch of the General Assembily,

An application to Congress being thus
rendered decessary, 1 reecommend sucli
further action as shall Le deemed appro-
priste to effect the application and reuder
i« availalie,

The necersity of more effectual provis-
ton for preventing the eyils reseliing from
the practice of taking unlaw il intere-t, in-
duces fe again o invite 1o 1t the atention
of the Genernl Assembly

Ounr laws have long prohibited the 1ak-
ing of interest above the rate of six per
centiim per  annum. All the reasons
which have induced the enactment and
continuance of the prolibition, ohwviously
urge its enforcement.  Indeed it is urged
by the additional consideration that habit-
ual impunity 1o the violstion of any law,

tends to weaken the force ofall law, :

I the law is 1o remain on the statute
book, it should net Be left without ade-
quate provision for its enforcement.  No

such provision now exists. The ouly rem-

edy is for an action of money bad and re- |
ceved fo geods sold and delivered, for the

recovery of the interest received unlawful-

ly, to be snstained by ecommon law evie

dence of i*s pay nent—a process which expe-

rience has asundantly shown,can very rare«

Iy bemade available. 1o leave the enforce-

estimate for the expenses of the next year, | (ashionahly

suits of specimens, from Muddiebury Col-| government to our confederacy.
1 = 4 o | been done by the adonti “a ol
eye, from the Medical Colleges st Wood- ¥ option of a joint reso-

found in the possession of the ordnince |
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on securing scctional ascendeney, or min-
Istering to purposes of political ambition,
3 to lose sight. too often, of the Just limits
of the constitntional power.

Since the last session of the Gencral
Ascembly, animportant step has been ta-
ken towards the annexatium of a foreign
This has

lution by Congress, decluring ies consent
that *““the lﬂrfiltlt}' properiy hiucludpd i

and rightfully belonging 1o, the rl']nul-.lic oi’
Texas, muy be erected into a new State,
in order that the same may be admitred as
one of the States of thie Union_” This
congent is declared to be given upon t he
condition that the constitition 1o be form-
ed by the people of Texas, shall be trans
mitted 10 the President of the United
Sates “to be laid before Congress for its
final action, ou or before the first of Janu-
ary™ next, and  wih o provision smong
others, “that new States of convenient
size, and having sufficient population may,
with e eousent of said state, be formed
ont of the territory thereof, and entitled
to  admission wader the provisions of the
Pederal Constitution,”

T'o this resolution there was added an-
other, to the effect that if the President
should deem it mo=t ady tsahle, wstend of
submitting the foreguing resolution o the
Repablic of Texss, as an overture fior the
aditssion, to negotiate with that Ry pub-
lte, then that the sdmision minght Le ef-
feeted, either by treaty, 10 be submitied
to the Senate, or Il) nrtteles to be sul mit-
ted to the two Houses of Congress, =s the
President might direct. =

Upon the passage of these resulntions,
the President proceeded 1o aet ups 1t the
trese, amed Sorthw ith submitted it 1o T xas,
Man overture for s admission,  Upon
the reeeipt of the GYErTUre, a comvention
wis called, which hax Tormed a canislitie
tion, which has been submitted to the peo-
ple of Texas for their action on 1he 1dth
of the present mowth. Ty will probably be
ratified, and submitted 10 the Congress of
the United States ot its next ge on, For
the approval, which is an indispengabile
precequsite tosudmission into the Unicn,

The question of annexulion bemngr thus
an tpew guestiion, the Stmtes mway, with a
view Lo its final decision, as well

a% in
referend € o their dity, wpon a possilile
constination  of the measure, properly
=ulyect il to the ordeal of severe serutiny.
I deem, thervefore, uo apology necessary
for inviting to it your paticular atteution,
uor for the expressts of my conviction
ihat Vermont should frmly resist excry
nh'\lll‘t‘ ln\‘L‘.‘udk the l‘.l‘l!.‘;lltli-‘nﬂl-!l of a
measure, so utterly subvers ve o f her riglis
as w member of the  extiting Confeder-
.'1'.'._\'. I
This medita ed juvasion of our riviits 1=
nat tobe regarded, or treated, as on ordi-
nary violation of the Constitulion, for
which there may ben constitmons] reme-
dy inthe interposition of the judieal power
No judicial power ean ofictrally roach
the case. Let the deed be done—ilin
foreign State admitted, wnd its Senamnrs
and Representatives Le actailly in Cop-
gress, and, practically, a decision uf the
Supreme Conrt wonld be powetless.  T'he
| trath is, the mearure i essentizlly revolu-
tionary. Il is a fraud upen the Constito-
tion, and utterly subversive of it—echanging
| esseutinlly, our domestic Federal relations
| and erezting a new unicn; of which nei-
ther the present Unpstitubion, nor mutual
coufidence will constitute the hond; a u-
nion whose only bond will Le, the wppre-
I_Iu-_m!; ) m_aiq of actual separation, since
[ 1t 15 aupossible thot confidence or affection
can exist where there is an abidise spense
of flagrant injustice and usurpalis IT.

Much bas been said in resard 10 e
“Compronises of the Constitution”’ iy fa-
vorof Slavery, and so gensitive are the
South on this subject—sen tenvcions of the
cuncessions wrim'r from the Noeth, 75 the
price of the Unon, that the bare propesa
by the legi=lature of Mawachasetts, 1o 2
mend the Constitntion, by sholishing the
slave repre=entation i Congress. hins Eeen
denonnced as little less than treason o the
Union.  But this very compromise careies
with it an irresistable argument agoins:
the mensure of annexation. A sl
consideration of the subject® will resder it

| apparent, that the compromise securire »
| elave representation, must have lad refer-

eace o a unton widlun the then linits of
the United States, because it concerned
a =ectionnl interest, tie adjustment of
whic ll. in the l'l-l'll]:lfl!l'l'ﬁ“f" rm';;l NCCL 553-
rily, have had respect o definite terrtori-
al limits—utherwise the bullance might Le
destroyed, and the compromise praciically
nullified, by the addition of foreign slsve
States, giving 1o the sluve interest sp un-
lovked for and permanent prepondsrunce
n the Union.

And such nullifieation will be the ef

15 PUNLISNED] EVERY TUESDATY MORNIYG

ment of so important a right to the chonce
discovery of tlestimony Lo a (ransaction,
which from its very nature, is guarded with
the profoundest secrecy, is but a mockery

| l'crlu_f consummating the measure of an-
| nexation. The compramises touching the
L question of slavery will Ls at an end—as
e clearly so, 25 would be oue of two depen-
of jus li-l': - | dent and reciprocal oblizations between
I submit whether some provision should | individuals, where the other had been vi-
not be made, which =hall ;mive a remedy, | glated.
better suited to the patire of the case—a | oy trath is, that, at the time of
remedy which shall find its means of en- | - the great and fu'u.l Sones - ' I?e:ln‘
A . - i Ly ¥ TSEIN O e
forcement in an appeal, in some form to| . = represeatation—by whose votes in
the conscience of the receiver of unlawful | Congress almost every . o
g 8 4 very question affecting

) the relative interests if the slave 3 i
Our connection with the Federal Uuion, slaveholding States, including ll:e:r-::ir--f:i«::,
whose power reaches, and deeply affects, | of annexation, has been |!cmd-¢:l—:':u ]}m';
our interests, makes it our right and our | was any where entertained, of extendine
duty, frequently to review its legislation, | the bounds of slavery I'Fj:gnd the then
and subject its policy, present and prospee- | [imits of the United States. Tt was on the
tive, to examination. This duty has vev- | coptrary, the universal expectation t]mi
er been more imperative than at the pres- s slavery wounld decline, and 3t po distant
ent moment, not only on account of e | period, cease to mar our  Federal Unien,
great importance of the questions in 1ss0€ | It was in the spirit of this anticipation that
before the country, bat from a considera- | it was declared, in the articles of comnact
tion of the obvious and increasing tenden- | smbodied in the celebrated ()ﬂlmmrs of
cy to & course of Federal administration, Congress of "B7 for the government u}‘rl:a

wholly pastizan in its character, anso bent Territory North West of the River Oliio
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